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Researcher:
Ali Adnan Abdul Hakeem Al-Swafi

Basic Rights of Prisoners
Abstract:

The subject of the fundamental rights of prisoners is one of the most vital issues in the field of international human rights
law, given its legal, humanitarian, and ethical dimensions related to human dignity, even in conditions of deprivation of
liberty. This study aimed to shed light on the most significant fundamental rights that must be guaranteed to prisoners under
international conventions and United Nations standards, with a specific focus on the right to humane treatment and the right
to litigation and complaint.

The research was divided into two main sections. The first section examined the prisoner's right to humane treatment as a
core, non-derogable right that reflects the essence of human dignity. It reviewed the most prominent international instruments
that protect this right, The second section addressed the right of the prisoner to litigation and complaint, as a fundamental
safeguard against abuse, enabling prisoners to access justice, and it discussed the available international mechanisms in this
regard.

The study concluded with several key findings, most notably that ensuring the fundamental rights of prisoners is a critical
indicator of a state's commitment to international human rights principles. The effectiveness of these rights heavily depends
on political will, judicial independence, and the existence of independent monitoring mechanisms. The research also
presented a set of recommendations aimed at strengthening the protection of prisoners' rights and promoting justice and
dignity within correctional institutions.
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